
Thankful for 
Past, Present & 
Future

With Ocean Reef Club 
celebrating 75 years as a Club 
and 30 of Member ownership, 
the theme for this season’s All 
Charities Weekend (ACW), 
February 10-12, 2023, will be 
“Honoring the Past, Building for 
the Future.”

Roots: All Charities was 
conceived in 2008 as a fun and 
effective way to minimize the 
number of charity events held 
each season (there were nearly 
30 at the time). Since then, the 
monies raised in conjunction with 
the annual auction weekends 
have enabled the Ocean Reef 
Community Foundation (ORCF) 
to provide millions of dollars in 
the form of financial grants with 
an emphasis on youth, education, 
community, and health and 
family services to assist thousands 
of our neighbors in Key Largo, 
Homestead and Florida City, as 
well as to support and strengthen 
the non-profit entities here 
on The Reef that are vital to 
our “unique way of life”: the 
Medical Center, Cultural Center, 
Academy, Art League, ORCAT 
and Conservation Association.

The growth has been 
remarkable. Back in 2009, ORCF 
awarded 17 grants totaling 
$365,000; this past spring, 75 

grants totaling $1,740,000 were 
awarded – a nearly five-fold 
increase. Several of those original 
off-Reef charities continue to 
receive ORCF support, and 
through the past decade and a 
half have been able to multiply 
the services they offer, and in 
many cases, ORCF has been able 
to double or triple the grants 
awarded. Meanwhile, on The 
Reef our own non-profits received 
$1,320,000 back in 2009. After 
the 2022 gala, those local non-
profits received $5,720,000, more 
than a four-fold increase.

All in all, over 15 years, over 
$50 million has been raised and 
$14 million passed through to 
our neighboring communities. 
As the Foundation’s fundraising 
event, ACW honors the past, and 
ORCF is grateful that The Reef’s 
generosity makes that possible.

Wings: More recently, the 
Foundation created a Special 
Projects/Impact Fund to better 
support larger scale opportunities 
in our surrounding communities 
and respond more quickly in 
the future to crises like Haitian 
earthquakes and Hurricane Irma. 
Additionally, the fund has helped 

finance unique projects including 
the helipad at Baptist Hospital 
and the College of the Florida 
Keys Upper Keys Campus. 

Tending to the near future 
are 2023 ACW co-chairs Kelly 
Hertzman, Barbara Olcott 
and Anne Marie Peretz, who 
are working closely with the 
co-chairs of ACW’s 2023 Silent 
Auction, Susie Misini Hassett 
and Cathy Totonis. From Friday 

night’s wine and bourbon tastings 
and silent auction gathering 
through the Saturday night 
gala with its great food, special 
entertainment and exciting live 
auction enabled by the personal 
touch of so many Ocean Reef 
Members, there will be headline-
worthy surprises. 

Recently Richard Weinstein, 
president and COO of the 
Foundation, shared the adage, 
“The best time to plant a tree 
was ten years ago, but if you 
didn’t do so then, the best time 
is NOW,” and looking forward, 
he notes, “We are thankful that 
the Members are here with us 
to continue the planting and 
building on this foundation for 
the future.”

If you have questions, or 
an experience or item to offer 
for the auction, reach out to 
one of the chairs or to the All 
Charities office at 305-367-5996 
or AllCharities@ OceanReef.
com. To learn more, visit 
oceanreefcommunityfoundation 
.org. 

by Sarah A. 
Cart

Florida Keys Healthy Start Coalition thanks Ocean Reef for their 2022 ORCF 
Community Grant supporting Upper Keys Child Safety Equipment and Early Childhood 
Education programs.

OCEAN REEF ALL CHARITIES

Pictured from left to right is son in law Rod Helsen with daughter Katie Helsen, son 
Brian Chase with wife Ali Chase, and Kevin and Carole Chase.

Kevin and Carole Chase hosted 
their family at the Country Music 

Awards in Nashville earlier this 
month as part of a 2022 All 

Charities live auction package 
they won in February. 

“Carole and I love All Charities 
Weekend,” said Kevin. “The 
impact to local charities is 

immeasurable. The Members 
at ORC are the most generous 
individuals we’ve ever met. We 

also enjoy the live auction trips.” 
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