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ALL CHARITIES

Making the 
Case for Wine
(Donations, that is!) 

As the new season dawns, 
Ocean Reef’s calendar is 
overflowing with engaging 
activities. One of those events, 
guaranteed to generate headlines 
from now through spring, is All 
Charities Weekend (ACW, 
Feb. 20-22, 2026). 

ACW plays a large role 
in fueling the Ocean Reef 
Community Foundation’s 
(ORCF) undertakings. These 
include sustained support 
for the non-profit entities 
instrumental to maintaining 
Ocean Reef’s “Unique Way 
of Life” (the Medical Center, 
Cultural Center, Academy, Art 
League, ORCAT, Conservation 
Association, and Chapel and 
Fellowship Center) as well 
as distributions “beyond the 
gate” in the form of grants to 
assist and empower the youth, 
families, and health of The 
Reef’s neighboring communities 
in Key Largo, Homestead, 
and Florida City. Since 2008, 
together we have raised almost 
$80 million, nearly $25 million 
of which has been distributed to 
our neighboring communities.

When it comes to ACW 
2026, remarkable amounts of 
creative energy, hard work, 
and new ideas have already 
been harnessed. The weekend’s 
Reef Royale theme (to be 
expanded upon next month) is 
coming into focus, the creation 
of a signature item unique to 
ACW 2026 is underway (to be 
revealed in December), and the 
catalog’s design and contents 
(to be unveiled in February) are 
evolving. And ACW’s Preferred 
Partners are stepping up (more 
about them in the months to 
come). (And some items will 
even be available a bit early, in 
time for holiday giving…)

Yet, just as ACW plays a 
large role in fueling ORCF each 
season, year upon year wine plays 
a large part in fueling ACW …

Casting call: It’s time for your 
entrance! According to 20th 
century connoisseur André 
Simon, “Wine makes every 
meal an occasion, every table 
more elegant, every day more 
civilized.” To that end, YOUR 
wine donation can make this 
season’s All Charities Weekend 
an even greater success.

As your inspiration, consider 
Jerry and Dorothy Barding, 
who stopped in the All Charities 
office recently to donate a 2021 
magnum of Hundred Acre, the 
first wine donation for ACW 
2026. While doing so, they 
proclaimed, “We just got back, 
and All Charities was our first 
stop!”

While exceptional items and 
packages are already coming 
together for this season’s 
gathering, your generous 
contribution (of wine, or other 
auction-worthy items) can make 
a genuine impact. Tremendous 
attention is paid to ensure that 
every drop counts (see below 
for “how to” details). And in 
fact, several of the best loved 
traditions of ACW revolve 
around wine (and notably fine 
spirits).

The historical record: All 
Charities’ very creation was 
inspired by wine when an 
extraordinary collection played 
the starring role in ORCF’s 1999 
Wine Auction Dinner. Yet, wine 
is not ACW’s only star. Over the 
past two decades, the live and 
silent auctions have evolved to 

offer multiple other categories 
and priceless opportunities too, 
from family-oriented adventures 
to sports, jewelry, culture, and 
more, close to home and around 
the world. The packages coming 
together for ACW 2026 promise 
to blow your mind.

How to: We'll gladly pay for 
packaging and shipping for your 
wine donation. To give to this 
season’s All Charities Auction, 
please contact Lesa Crayne or 
Amy Cornaire at 305-367-5996 
or via email at allcharities@
oceanreef.com.

It’s no secret – All Charities 
loves to wine, and with the help 
of many, ACW will offer plenty 
to wine about! Prepare to raise 
a glass or two while having fun 
and raising funds, All Charities 
style. Thank you!

For more information visit 
oceanreefcommunityfoundation.
org.

Ocean Reef Members Pete and Jackie Cerar shop the Cheers 
section at the 2025 All Charities Silent Auction.

Ocean Reef Members Dorothy and Jerry Barding deliver the 
first wine donation for 2026 All Charities Weekend.

SUGGESTED 
“STYLE GUIDE” 
FOR ACW 2026
Planning to attend the 
black-tie All Charities 
Weekend Gala on the 
evening of February 21?

Here’s a sneak peek 
from ACW 2026 Chairs 
Meg and Pat Shields: 
This year's décor theme, 
Reef Royale, promises 
an unforgettable evening 
of glamour and giving. 
While we won’t reveal all 
the details just yet, those 
heading south for the 
season may wish to pack 
something that captures 
the essence of timeless 
resort sophistication. 
Close your eyes and 
picture 1950s and 60s 
Palm Beach.
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