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Marathon'’s Alex Chavala stands on the podium after his powerlifting triumph.
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Monroe County athletes brought home medals and memories from the 2025 State Fall Classic at ESPN Wide World of Sports,
held Nov. 13-16, showing strength, skill, and sportsmanship across powerlifting, pickleball, and flag football.

Representing schools and community programs from Key West to Key Largo, the 51-member Monroe County delegation of

athletes, Unified partners, coaches, and chaperones stood out on the statewide stage.

In powerlifting, Marathon High School's Cindy Augustin and Luis "Alex" Chavala both claimed first-place finishes in their
respective categories, while Coral Shores High School's Gordon Gomila earned third in the male deadlift. "The athletes
trained hard all year, and their dedication really showed:" said coach Cathy Warner of Marathon High.



Pickleball also provided standout moments. Key West's Christopher Gregory and Horace O’Bryant’s Alicia Di Giuseppe teamed up
to take second place in Unified Doubles, while Treasure Village Montessori teammates Anthony Mestre and Emmett Willis won
first in their bracket. Key West's Ray Moreno added a second-place finish in the skills division.

On the football field, the Key Largo School Unified junior team captured the gold medal, while Coral Shores High's senior Unified
squad and the Key West Conchs traditional team each finished fourth in their divisions.

But the weekend was about more than competition. Athletes participated in the Special Olympics Healthy Athletes program,
receiving free screenings in six disciplines, including Healthy Smiles, Strong Minds, and Opening Eyes. They also joined an
Opening Ceremony featuring Disney characters, a torch lighting, fireworks, and a Victory Dance.

Monroe County honored its Inspirational Award recipients: Linnea Edwards as Inspirational Athlete of the Year, Alicia Di
Giuseppe as Inspirational Partner of the Year, and Cathy Warner as Inspirational Coach of the Year.

“These results reflect the dedication of our athletes, coaches, and families,” said Ruth Coleman, Sports Training & Competition
Director for Special Olympics Florida — Monroe County. “From record lifts to teamwork on the court and bravery on the field,
Monroe County athletes inspire our community every day”’

Monroe County now looks ahead to the Summer/Spring Sports Season, featuring bocce, soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
cycling, and track and field. Special Olympics Florida provides these opportunities at no cost to athletes and their families, with
support from local sponsors including Publix, Ocean Reef Community Foundation, and Key West International Airport.
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