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ALL CHARITIES

An All Charities
Primer

by Sarah A.
Cart

"All Charities” ... what's that?

Simplest answer, and true:
The Heart of Ocean Reef ...
and a LOT of fun.

For nearly two decades,

All Charities, as a function of
the Ocean Reef Community
Foundation (ORCEF), has
provided substantial funding

to help local charity partners
on and off The Reef — those
nonprofits on The Reef that
enable our “unique way of life"
(aka “Recipient Partners” — see
sidebar), and those that raise up
the youth, families, and health
of our neighboring communities
in Key Largo, Homestead, and
Florida City.

How? The majority of the
monies are raised over All
Charities Weekend (aka ACW,
this season: Feb. 20-22, and
themed Reef Royale: Where
Glamour Meets Giving). ACW,
by way of its Silent and Live
auctions, not only celebrates
and reinforces the Ocean Reef
community, but also helps
ORCEF fulfill its mission, to foster
a culture of giving that amplifies
our collective strength, inspiring
generations of Members to make Ocean

the Live Auction.

Reef and our surrounding Communities
a better place.

As a result, in 2025 ACW
enabled ORCE through the
generosity of The Reef's
Members — Equity, Social, and
Legacy — to distribute more
money than ever (nearly $2.5
million) outside the gates
via its Community Grants
program. And in the meantime,
Members scored a wealth
of treasures from jewelry,
sports experiences, cultural
happenings, and adventures
close to home and around
the world to be experienced
with family and/or friends, to
delicious — and many, rare —
wines and spirits, and more,
from the auctions.

ACW is a fabulous
opportunity to try new things,
meet new people, experience
addictive camaraderie, and have
fun while doing good.

Last year's All Charities event had Town Hall filled with high energy and bidding at

From then to now: ACW
evolved from a 1999 wine
dinner conceived to minimize
the fundraising undergone each
season (nearly 30 events at that
time); it has grown into a full
weekend that begins with a
Friday evening Silent Auction
preview and wine and bourbon
tasting through weekend events
at the airport and in Carysfort
Saturday daytime, concluding
with the Saturday night gala
dinner dance and exciting live
auction of uniquely tempting
items. This year's chairs are Meg
and Pat Shields, with oversight
of the Silent Auction by Patty
and Tom Davidson, and a
supporting cast of committee
members, All Charities and
ORCEF staff, and ORCF and
ORC board members.

Now what? Plan to be a part
of what makes All Charities the
Heart of Ocean Reef. Getting
involved can be as simple or
challenging as a Member would
like, from bidding during ACW,
participating in the annual dues
check-off, donating an auction
item, and /or taking part in
a tour of recipient charities,
to joining one of the teams
(marketing, communications,
set-up) that helps produce
ACW.

For additional information,
visit www.oceanreefcommunityf
oundation.org, give a call to the
All Charities office, 305-367-
5996, or reach out via email to
allcharities@oceanreef.com.

THE OCEAN REEF
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION:
THE BASICS

In the most “local” sense,

in addition to coordinating
sustained support for The Reef's
Recipient Partners (the Medical
Center, Cultural Center,
Academy, Art League, ORCAT,
Conservation Association, and
Chapel and Fellowship Center),
the Ocean Reef Community
Foundation (ORCF) empowers
Members with unique ways

of giving to achieve personal
philanthropic goals.

The Foundation's more
than $100 million in assets
includes Donor Advised
Charitable Funds (DAFs, 30
of which were opened just in
the past five years), ranging
in size from $10,000 to tens
of millions to be used for the
benefit of charities nationwide.
Too, ORCF coordinates
with Preferred Partners who
offer unique opportunities
and services to Members,
and whose steadfast support,
through their cash and auction
item donations, ensures that the
monies raised at All Charities
Weekend's (ACW) Silent and
Live Auctions enable ORCF
to give 100 percent of the donations
made by Club Members to non-profits.
More about these Preferred
Partners will appear in future
articles.

On a broader spectrum,
thanks to the almost $80
million raised over the course
of ACW's history, ORCF's
Impact Fund has been able to
spearhead major projects in
South Florida, from Baptist
Health's helipad to the Upper
Keys Center of the College
of the Florida Keys (CFK),
the "Building Bridges" CFK
Scholarship, and more.
Additionally, when unforeseen
circumstances strike, ORCF
has repeatedly responded
nearly in real time to
needs borne of crises, as is
happening right now with
Hurricane Melissa relief
efforts.
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