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Help Restock 
Local Food 
Pantries for the 
Holidays
Monday at The Chapel

The Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation and the Ocean Reef 
Chapel’s four congregations 
encourage the community to 
help “Restock the Food Pantries” 
with a Food Drive at the Chapel 
& Fellowship Center from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Monday, November 
24. The food drop off flow will 
enter on Island Drive and exit on 

to Ocean Reef Drive.
The food collected Monday 

will benefit three local pantries, 
all vetted and supported by 
the Foundation’s Community 
Grants program in surrounding 
communities for more than a 
decade. Food pantries everywhere 
have been overwhelmed by 
the high cost of groceries, 
government shut down and loss of 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) benefits, setting 
them back indefinitely just before 
Thanksgiving. The goal is to help 
them recover and restock ahead of 
the busy holiday season.

The trusted nonprofits 
participating include Star of the 
Sea (SOS) at St. Justin Martyr 
Catholic Church and Burton 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church in the Keys, Bridge to 
Hope in Homestead, and our 
regional food bank Feeding South 
Florida. All have reported the 
need for added food distributions, 
unusually high numbers of folks 
coming in, and many new families 
registering for assistance.

According to Feeding South 
Florida, when SNAP benefits 
resume they don’t retroactively 
cover the groceries families were 
unable to purchase during the 
gap, leaving food shortages that 
the food bank and pantries must 
now help fill. In the last two weeks 
alone, FSF has seen:
•	A 32 percent increase in 

requests for emergency food 
assistance

•	A surge of first-time visitors, 
many of whom have never 
sought help before

•	Higher demand at partner 
pantries, some reporting up to 
40 percent more clients
Member generosity has always 

strengthened the communities 
beyond our gates, and the simple 

act of purging your own pantry 
and picking up a few extra 
items during your Thanksgiving 
shopping can make an immediate 
and meaningful difference. 
Look for shelf stable, unexpired, 
unopened products in the original 
packaging. The most requested 
staple items include:
•	 Peanut Butter & Jelly
•	 Canned Soups, Vegetables & 

Fruits
•	 Canned Meat & Fish
•	 Rice, Beans, Lentils & Quinoa
•	 Cases of Water
•	 Pasta & Sauces, Boxed Mac & 

Cheese
•	 Cereal
•	 Canned/Packaged Whole 

Meals
•	 Cooking Oils
•	 Fruit Cups & Applesauce
•	 Pop Top Canned Foods

While the Foundation recently 
made a total of $25,000 in $5,000 
Small Urgent Response Grants to 
the local pantries and food bank 
– the maximum cap for that fund 
– it’s simply not enough to meet 
the moment. Together, we can 
help ensure more of our neighbors 
experience the holidays with 
comfort, dignity, and hope. If you 
would like to volunteer at the food 
drive, or to request the details 
needed to make a direct donation, 
please email ymikolay@oceanreef.
com. Happy Thanksgiving to you 
and yours!

PHILANTHROPY MATTERS

Bridge to Hope volunteers prepare 
for a Homestead distribution. Local 
pantries need help stocking up for 
distributions like this ahead of the 
holidays after being overwhelmed 
during the government shutdown.
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A Few Spots 
Still Open:
Dec. 3 Foundation 
Charity Tour
by Yurianna Mikolay, Executive 
Director Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation

A few spots are still open for 
the Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation’s first Charity Tour 
of the season, which will visit 
non-profit organizations in the 
Homestead/Florida City area 
on the morning of Wednesday, 
December 3.

The Foundation’s Charity Tours 
are a great way for Members 

to see the Community Grants 
Fund and All Charities Auction 
Weekend donations at work. 
Tours feature recent grant projects 
as well as new applicants and the 
opportunity to give feedback 
to the Grants Committee for 
consideration in recommending 
2026 grants.

Charity Tours depart promptly 
at 8:30 a.m. and return by 12:30 
p.m. Additional tours this season 
include one to the Upper Keys 
on Wednesday, January 7 and 
a second Homestead/Florida 
City tour on Friday, February 
6. To reserve your seat in the 
passenger van for any of the tours 
(space is limited), please email 
foundation@oceanreef.com or call 
305-367-4707.

Learn more at www.oceanreefcommunityfoundation.org.
(305) 367-4707 • foundation@oceanreef.com

Visit us at the Ocean Reef Business Center, Ste. 148.

Open a fee-free, named Charitable Fund 
by December 31st to get your 2025 tax deduction 

and all the time you need to decide how to 
best distribute your charitable gifts. 

Time    
Flies...

Don’t let it fly away with your 

Tax Deduction!

Time and the IRS are not known
for their flexibility, but we are...  
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