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OCEAN REEF  COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION:

Member 
Donations 
Now Helping in 
Jamaica
Thanks to your quick and 
generous response to the 
appeal by the Club and Ocean 
Reef Community Foundation 
sent out just last week, 
Member donations are already 
supporting the emergency 
response to Hurricane Melissa 
in the Caribbean. As the 
appeal noted, more than 200 
employees of the Club and 
ORCA have strong ties to the 
impacted areas.

Within the week, about 
$115,000 in donations had 
come in and the first grant of 
$50,000 for the initial response 
had already gone out to Global 
Empowerment Mission (GEM). 
The Miami-based organization 
has deployed over 374 disaster 
relief missions in 73 countries 
and all 50 states, is 4-star rated 
by Charity Navigator, and 
has earned Candid’s Platinum 
Seal (the highest possible 
ratings). You likely have 
seen their work featured in 
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national and local media and 
can see operations continue 
to unfold daily at www.
globalempowermentmission.
org/mission/hurricane-melissa/ 
and on their social media.

The GEM Caribbean Team 
has been on the ground in 
Jamaica since Hurricane 
Beryl’s landfall in 2024 and 
was already leading large-
scale humanitarian operations 
across the island. With two 
major warehouses strategically 
located in Kingston, GEM is 
fully prepositioned to handle 
immediate disaster relief and 
ongoing rebuilding initiatives. 
This infrastructure and their 
established partnerships with 
key stakeholders enables rapid 
mobilization of aid, capacity to 

reach remote and underserved 
communities, highly efficient 
distribution, and continuity of 
support well beyond the initial 
emergency phase. 

GEM also came highly 
recommended by Club 
Associates. While the Club and 
ORCA work directly to help 
those employees most affected, 
the Foundation will continue to 
work with respected nonprofit 
organizations to assess changing 
needs and provide targeted 
support. 

Tax deductible donations 
to ORCF can be made by 
member account at oceanreef.
com/hurricanerelief, by ORCF 
and other Donor Advised 
Funds, and by check (with 
Melissa or Jamaica in the 
memo line) written to Ocean 
Reef Community Foundation, 
35 Ocean Reef Drive, Suite 
148, Key Largo, FL 33037. 
The Foundation’s Tax ID is 
65-0509255. Stop by the
office, call 367-4707 or e-mail
ymikolay@oceanreef.com with
any questions.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
FOR FOOD DRIVE NOV.  24

As the paper went to press, the Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation was busy collaborating with the Chapel to plan 
a “Restock the Food Pantries” food drive at the Ocean Reef 

Chapel Fellowship Center on Monday, Nov. 24. The 
food drive will benefit pantries in surrounding communities 

supported by the Foundation Community Grants Fund 
who have been overwhelmed by the government shutdown 
and loss of SNAP benefits, setting them back indefinitely 

just before Thanksgiving. The goal is to help them restock 
ahead of the busy holiday season and the details on how to 

participate will be forthcoming!
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