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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS

Member-Funded
Hurricane Relief
Effort Ongoing

In Jamaica

Club Directly Supports
Affected Associates

by Yurianna
Mikolay,
Executive
Director
Ocean Reef
Community
Foundation

Hurricane
Relief

Foundation and how critical it is

that they pass along information

about who is on the ground and

in their communities doing good
work for their families.”

Ciampa said she and Talent
Acquisition & Retention Director
Tammy Adams have endeavored
to relay in these conversations
that Member generosity is
powering the Foundation's work
through charities on their behalf,
and that providing information is
the opportunity to have a voice
in what projects the Foundation
supports in Jamaica. The HR
team has collected extensive
information about where family
members are concentrated to
enable the Foundation to direct
aid to those areas.
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On the Ground in Jamaica

As you may recall, the
Foundation's first grant of $50,000
went to Miami-based Global
Empowerment Mission (GEM) in
the second week of November.
GEM was widely recommended
for international relief work

by expert funding partners,

and also specifically for their

By the time you read this, about
six weeks will have passed since
Hurricane Melissa wreaked havoc
on the Caribbean islands so many
who work in our community

call home or homeland. Much
has happened here at Ocean

Reef to respond to the disaster

in that time. In the immediate
aftermath, the Club and Ocean
Reef Community Foundation
collaborated with an appeal to
the Members, many of whom
were seeking a way to help.
Thanks to an enthusiastic

and generous response, the
Foundation was able to quickly
dispatch funds to support the
initial emergency campaign

work in Jamaica by Ocean Reef
employees. The organization has
proven to be an excellent, well-
connected, and effective partner
to date.

Not only were they already on
the ground in Jamaica and well
prepared ahead of Melissa making
landfall, but as of December 1st
they had officially serviced every
single Jamaican parish (including
all communities within the
parishes) with aid distributions.

A recent Caribbean Disaster
Emergency Management Agency
report showed GEM ranking

as the number one partner
organization for quantity of aid
deliveries, and as the number
three partner after the United
States of America for volume/
cubic meters of aid delivered.

GEM is currently still in Phase
1 relief efforts, carrying out daily
distributions of food, hygiene,
water, generators, tarps, etc. with
partners including Food for the
Poor. Early stage Phase Il work
currently involves temporary
roof repairs of all health clinics.
This is at the specific request of
the Jamaican Office of Disaster
Preparedness & Emergency
Management (OPDEM) to ensure
clinics are up and running to
accommodate essential healthcare
needs across the country.

As of last week, GEM had

on the ground in Jamaica. As
we went to press, more than
$220,000 had been donated to
the Foundation relief effort.

Ocean Reef Club Efforts

As importantly, Ocean Reef
Club's Human Resources
department has been working
closely with Jamaican and
Jamaican-American Associates
to provide support stateside
throughout this time period.
The Club has provided resources
directly to employees to help
with travel, their own hurricane
related needs and those of their
relatives in Jamaica, with pre-
paid Visa cards. Each affected

supported every hospital and
health center in Westmoreland,
St. Elizabeth, St. James,
Hanover, Trelawny, St. Ann,
and Manchester. In addition to
temporary roof repairs, GEM
has supplied each hospital and
clinic with generators, water,
cleaning products, and hygiene
products. The communities listed
here are literally the top seven
Jamaican communities in terms
of concentrations of Ocean Reef
employee family members.

GEM is now working
with ODPEM to determine
which schools and other vital
infrastructure will receive the
next round of rebuild projects.
These are expected to once again
include many areas with high
concentrations of Ocean Reef
employee families. In Phase I,
GEM expects to replicate the roof
repair program for individuals it
carried out after Hurricane Beryl
in partnership with [OM.

Representatives of GEM are
scheduled to report directly to the

Associate has now met personally
with members of the HR team
and received a gift card and

letter from ORC President Alex
Tonarelli expressing the Club's
support.

According to Human
Resources & Training VP Laura
Ciampa, “These meetings allowed
us important face time to gain
greater understanding of what
their specific needs were and
to communicate that the relief
efforts are two-fold. One being
the Visa card to assist with
potential travel or needs, and the
other, an important opportunity
to discuss the larger efforts of the
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Foundation's Board of Directors
at their meeting on Monday, an
added benefit of working with
a local organization. Further
funding recommendations are
imminent.

Tax deductible donations to
the relief effort can be made by
check (with Melissa or Jamaica
in the memo line) written
to Ocean Reef Community
Foundation, 35 Ocean Reef
Drive, Suite 148, Key Largo, FL
33037. The Foundation's Tax
ID is 65-0509255. Stop by the
office, call 305-367-4707 or email
ymikolay@oceanreef.com with
any questions.

Scan here
to watch
a 30-day
recap of
Hurricane
Melissa relief efforts.
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