Support of

All Charities
Makes Local
Conservation
and Education
Possible

By Jack Salisbury, Chairman,
Ocean Reef Conservation
Association

The Ocean Reef Conservation
Association is now in its 18th
year of supporting Conservation
and Education in the Florida
Keys. Its funding is supported
by the generous contributions
of the Ocean Reef community
through their support of the All
Charities fundraiser. In the last
year, grants totaling $400,000
were awarded. Scholarships were
recently awarded to graduating
seniors from Coral Shores,

Marathon and Key West High
Schools. All recipients had GPAs
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over 3.0 and are pursuing majors
in marine and environmental
science.

The Conservation
Association, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, is administered by a
seven-person volunteer Board.
Three in person meetings are
held annually in December,
February and April. We receive
grant requests all year and each
is reviewed by the full Board
to determine whether support
is warranted. Scholarships are
monitored to ensure recipients
maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher
and that their courses are in line

with the degree for which they
were approved.

The Board has the ability to
respond to urgent requests for
support. Recently, Bonefish
spawning aggregation was
discovered in Biscayne
National Park. This is the
first identified spawning area
in the Keys. The FWC has
agreed to close this area for
fishing in order to preserve this
habitat from recreational and
commercial activity. There is
a need to place mooring balls
to mark the closed area and
the Conservation Association
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agreed to fund this activity.
We also recently attended the
groundbreaking ceremony

in Pennekamp State Park for
the new Discovery Center
and Aquarium. The funding
we provided will support

new educational exhibits in
the Center. Your support has
allowed the Conservation
Association to have an impact
that is recognized throughout
the Keys.

[t has been an honor to Chair
the Conservation Association
for the past ten years. | am
pleased to announce that John
Davidson will assume the role
of Chairman. John is on the
Board of several organizations
including Bonefish Tarpon Trust
and Friends of John Pennekamp
State Park. He will be a fine
steward of the Conservation
Association. The Conservation
Association is grateful for the
support of the Ocean Reef
Community to help protect and
preserve the environment that
supports "A Unique Way of
Life".



